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pre 1950: the body as a set of bounded organs held together 
inside the skin-as-external-boundary
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1954 onwards: internal organs are connected through the fluidity of blood 
while the integrity of the skin remains intact
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1970s onwards: the skin dissolves into more of a membrane than a barrier, 
a filter through which a body is connected with its surroundings
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 fluidity solidity 

 connection separation 

 collectivism individualism 

 egalitarian hierarchical 

 interdependence (in)dependence 

 not fixed in space and time fixed in space and time 

 flexible rigid 

 dynamic stable 

 contextual absolute 

 diversity conformity 

 complexity reductionism/simplicity 

 messy elegant 

 partiality completeness 

 tolerance with contradictions intolerance with contradictions 

 avoids strict  demands strict  
 classifications/taxonomies classifications/taxonomies 
 conflict resolution: conflict resolution: 
 negotiated consensus negotiated militaristic 
 cosmologically mystical cosmologically mechanical 
 (world is ultimately unknowable) (world is knowable, understandable) 
 nature is treated with: trust nature is treated with: suspicion/fear 

 ontological security ontological insecurity 
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Table 4: characteristics of density logic model, expressed as a triadic system12 
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